
BUCKS COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL 
GENERAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Thursday, December 15, 2011 
 
 

The General Advisory Council of Bucks County Technical High School met on Thursday, December 15, 
2011 in the Board Room at Bucks County Technical High School.  The meeting was called to order at 
8:35am by Chairperson, Garney Morris. 
 
Members Present:     Bucks County Technical High School 
Jim Barnshaw, SEPTA     Ron Martino 
Mike Gecht, Travel Ease, Ltd.    Kevin Ody 
Darlene Henry, USDOL/OA    Leon Poeske 
Catherine McElroy, Bucks County Community College 
Garney Morris, Garney Morris, Inc., BC-WIB     
Ed Needham, SMW 19 
Bob Schuck, SMW 19 
Eric Stark, Lower Bucks YMCA 
Kevin Troy, SEPTA 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Morris, seconded by Mr. Gecht, that the minutes of the September 15, 2011 
meeting be approved.  Council members unanimously agreed. 
 
WIB UPDATE 
Mr. Morris discussed WIB activities and stated that the Bucks County WIB is an integral part of what we do 
here. 
 
BUDGET PROCESS 
Dr. Poeske discussed the budget process and announced that the Act 1 index is 1.7%. 
 
JOINT BOARD COMMITTEE CHANGES 
Dr. Poeske announced that there will be several changes to our joint board this year. 
 
DELIVERY SYSTEM UPDATE 
Over 670 student applications have been received.  Dr. Poeske announced that the lottery will be held later 
this afternoon, with Judge Wagner in attendance. 
 
Dr. Poeske discussed the ninth grade academy.  Students who have scored low on standardized tests in 
8th grade will be offered double math and/or reading.  Mr. Morris discussed the possibility of e-mentoring. 
 
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
The possibility of opening an early childhood education program was discussed.  Dr. Poeske hopes to 
develop an OAC committee to discuss the possibility. 
 
ADULT EDUCATION UPDATE 
Mr. Ody discussed partnering with other schools. 
Bucks County Community College will be providing training in the field of weatherization.  Our carpentry 
teacher, Evan Baker attended his first training session and hopes to become certified. 
Mr. Ody reported that he was contacted by PennDot about a motorcycle training course they would like to 
hold at our school. 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
Dr. Poeske stated that he and other directors will be meeting with State legislators about the challenges of 
vocational-technical schools given the significant cuts in funding. 
 
PERKINS FUNDING 
Dr. Poeske stated that Perkins money, which is one source of federal funding for vocational-technical 
schools, has been getting cut and our school has recently seen a 1.5% decrease in our funding. 
 
OAC MEETINGS 
We had a tremendous turnout at our Fall OAC meeting on October 19, 2011 where facilities and equipment 
were reviewed.  Two OAC meetings must be held each year and the next one will be held in the Spring. 
 
SCHOOL-TO-CAREER UPDATE 
Mr. Martino reported that 20 students are currently on internships and 47 students are on coop.  He 
expressed that one of his concerns is that students do not have transportation.  Mr. Morris suggested there 
may be grant money available for transportation.  (Mr. Martino’s report is attached.) 
 
PARTNERSHIPS 
Mr. Ody expressed his desire for more partnerships.  He announced that the cosmetology class will be 
holding a fundraiser for the City of Hope. 
 
Mr. Needham thanked Mr. Ody for his help with the Bristol Borough Senior Center.  Our students recently 
worked on their computer tower and everything seems to now be running smoothly. 
 
Mr. Stark suggested a partnership with our school to install dividers at the quarry near Neshaminy Mall.  
Since their plan is to also plant thorny bushes along the dividers, he suggested that our horticulture class 
might want to become involved. 
 
The next meeting of the General Advisory Council will be held on Thursday, June 21, 2012 at 8:30am. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:50am. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Karen Needham 
 
 
 
 


